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Ready infrastructure sealed
India’s 2030 CWG bid: Sadleir

H \ ‘ g IR TETIEAT A IR #2030 ASTHS Fell Y
o .V Asrarett Fr drelt F FhAfRaa B Asfow

-
/,:._'# e e . e Ahmedabad’s ready-made world-class sporting

i infrastructure played a decisive role in securing the hosting
rights for the centenary 2030 Commonwealth Games, said
Commonwealth Sport CEO Katie Sadleir, adding that the bid
perfectly aligned with the governing body’s revamped low-cost
hosting model.

FAFAICY TNE HT AT FE s F Fver 6 rgaegEE Hr
Jgo ¥ IR faeaeadly @ Jgaa«T o7 2030 & 2UcTse) SeHS S
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23J7. Ready infrastructure sealed India’s 2030
CWG bid: Sadleir
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Ahmedabad’s ready-made world-class sporting infrastructure
played a decisive role in securing the hosting rights for the
centenary 2030 Commonwealth Games, said Commonwealth Sport
CEO Katie Sadleir, adding that the bid perfectly aligned with the
governing body’s revamped low-cost hosting model.
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Where does the law stand
on internet shutdowns?

What questions arise following the internet shutdown in Delhi during the CJP protest?

Rizmi Lia M.

The story so far:
obile internet services were
shut down in parts of Central
Delhi during the ‘Chalo
Sansad’ protest organised by
the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP).
Thousands of people gathered on the
opening day of the Parliament’s Monsoon
Session, to demand the resignation of
Union Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan following the NEET paper leaks
and irregularities in the CBSE school
examination process. The internet
shutdown, which remained in place until
the evening, drew condemnation from
the Internet Freedom Foundation (IFF)
and the Software Freedom Law Centre,
India (SFLC).

‘What is an internet shutdown?
According to web rights advocacy
organisation Access Now, an internet
shutdown is defined as “an intentional

disruption of internet or electronic
communications, rendering them
inaccessible or effectively unusable, for a
specific population or within a location,
often to control the flow of information.”
They take many forms, from full network
disruptions to slowing down internet
speed or blocking platforms.

Most internet shutdowns are ordered
when large numbers of people are
expected to gather for political reasons,
peaceful demonstrations, violent protests
or religious celebrations, according to the
International Federation of Journalists.

Under Section 20(2)(b) of the
Telecommunications Act, 2023,
telecommunication services may be
suspended only on the occurrence of a
public emergency or in the interest of
public safety, on the grounds specified in
that provision, and for reasons recorded
inwriting. “A protest, by itself, is not a
lawful ground for suspending internet
services. Under Section 20(2) of the
Telecommunications Act, 2023, a

suspension may be ordered only during a
public emergency or in the interest of
public safety, and only for specified
purposes such as maintaining public
order. The order must be reasoned,
published, limited in area and duration,
and issued by the competent authority
under the Telecommunications
Suspension Rules, 2024. The government
must also consider whether less
restrictive measures would be sufficient,”
said Apar Gupta, Advocate and Founder
of the Internet Freedom Foundation.

‘Which law governs internet
shutdowns?

Internet shutdowns in India were earlier
governed by Section 5(2) of the Indian
Telegraph Act, 1885 and the Temporary
Suspension of Telecom Services (Public
Emergency or Public Safety) Rules, 2017.
These have now been replaced by Section
20 of the Telecommunications Act, 2023
and the Telecommunications (Temporary
Suspension of Services) Rules, 2024.

Despite the updated legal framework, a
review by the Digital Defenders Network
found that several shutdown orders
issued by State governments since late
2024 continue to invoke the Indian
Telegraph Act, 1885 and the 2017 Rules.

For instance, the Secretary, Home
Department, Uttar Pradesh, issued an
internet suspension order applicable to
the district of Bareilly on October 2, 2025,
invoking Section 7 of the Telegraph Act
read with Rule 2(1) of the 2017 Rules.

By continuing to rely on these outdated
provisions, some States appear to have
bypassed the procedural safeguards
introduced under the 2024 Rules.

The current suspension order accessed
by The Hindu as released by the Ministry
of Home Affairs, was imposed across 150
cell sites according to an Industry source.
It stated that the order was imposed
under Clause (b) of Sub-section (2) of
Section 20 of The Telecommunication
Act, 2023 read with 2024 Rules.

‘Where does India stand in terms of
internet shutdowns?

India continues to record one of the
highest numbers of internet shutdowns in
the world. Access Now’s 2025 report
recorded 65 shutdowns across 12 States
and Union Territories.

Jammu & Kashmir has recorded the
highest number of internet shutdowns in
the country, with about 449 since 2012,
followed by Rajasthan (115) and Manipur
(62), as per the SFLC Internet Shutdown
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Tracker. India has recorded about 24
shutdowns in 2026 (as of July 22).

‘What limits has the SC placed?

In Anuradha Bhasin v. Union of India
(2020), the Supreme Court held that
access to the internet is closely connected
to the freedoms of speech and trade
under Articles 19(1)(a) and 19(1)(g).

The Court held that any shutdown
must be backed by law, pursue a
legitimate objective, be necessary and
proportionate, and be the least restrictive
measure available. Orders must also be
limited in scope and duration,
accompanied by detailed reasons,
published and reviewed by a competent
committee. The Court observed that
“complete broad suspension of telecom
services, be it the internet or otherwise,
must be considered by the State only if
‘necessary’ and ‘unavoidable’.

Can orders be challenged in court?
Yes. A shutdown may be challenged
before a High Court under Article 226 or,
in an appropriate case, before the
Supreme Court under Article 32. Courts
can examine whether the order was
lawful, proportionate and properly
limited in area and duration.

“Indefinite suspensions are unlawful.
The government must publish its orders
and provide reasons capable of judicial
review. Under the 2024 Rules, a
suspension order cannot remain in force
for over 15 days,” Mr. Gupta said

e Under Section 20(2)(b) of the Telecommunications Act, 2023, telecommunication services
may be suspended only on the occurrence of a public emergency or in the interest of public
safety, on the grounds specified in that provision, and for reasons recorded in writing.

Telecommunications Act, 2023 &I #RT 20(2)(b) & 3icTelel qIEAN HAT3HT Y Sheel VAT
JmarafAfa (public emergency) a1 WSIfa® T4 (public safety) & f&d &, 38 yraeme &
fAfése 3muRt W T FRfRT FRUT o 3 & Aafad fFar 51 @ear &1
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o “A protest, by itself, is not a lawful ground for suspending internet services. Under Section
20(2) of the Telecommunications Act, 2023, a suspension may be ordered only during a
public emergency or in the interest of public safety, and only for specified purposes such
as maintaining public order. The order must be reasoned, published, limited in area and
duration, and issued by the competent authority under the Telecommunications
Suspension Rules, 2024. The government must also consider whether less restrictive
measures would be sufficient,” said Apar Gupta, Advocate and Founder of the Internet
Freedom Foundation.

Internet Freedom Foundation %WU&WWW#W, “shael faRier vl
379 3T H ScIeie ATV foyelfad hiet ST I8 3TUR 8l &1 Telecommunications Act, 2023 &r
R 20(2) % 3icHId folael shael WIS Tas HTAReATer a1 A v GRaT & g # qur o
STEAT (public order) FATT Y@ 1A ST 3eceal & forw & o ST FhaT 81 3 er
FRUTGF, GeRITRId, 879 U Haf & WAT TUT Telecommunications Suspension Rules,
2024 3 3T TETH TITAHRY SaRT SIRY T ST=IT A1fgT | TR T g i R e aifee &
FIT U FH YTAGUTcHS 3UTT JATCT gt |”

Which law governs internet shutdowns?

$EIAT ATII3T Y FIeT-HT FIeeT AT FIATR?

e Internet shutdowns in India were earlier governed by Section 5(2) of the Indian Telegraph
Act, 1885 and the Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services (Public Emergency or
Public Safety) Rules, 2017.

R # FeIA<C ACSBA Ugel Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 T &IRT 5(2) IUT Temporary
Suspension of Telecom Services (Public Emergency or Public Safety) Rules, 2017 &
3aeia Aty g 2

e These have now been replaced by Section 20 of the Telecommunications Act, 2023 and
the Telecommunications (Temporary Suspension of Services) Rules, 2024.
319 3=¢ Telecommunications Act, 2023 T &IRT 20 d2T Telecommunications (Temporary

Suspension of Services) Rules, 2024 = yfaTamid ax ATE|

e Despite the updated legal framework, a review by the Digital Defenders Network found that
several shutdown orders issued by State governments since late 2024 continue to invoke the
Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 and the 2017 Rules.

eI+ Hefsll &I & dTasg, Digital Defenders Network st @iatr ¥ qrar arm f& 2024 &
3T § ToT TSR GaRT SART &% ACSI3T AT 379 4 Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 4T 2017
Rules 3T & gare & &

e For instance, the Secretary, Home Department, Uttar Pradesh, issued an internet
suspension order applicable to the district of Bareilly on October 2, 2025, invoking Section 7
of the Telegraph Act read with Rule 2(1) of the 2017 Rules.

3ETEI0T & ToIT, 3% waer 3¢ fasmmr & |feia o 2 3rerga, 2025 Y el foiel o fav et
foreiaeT 3meer ST faram, f5@# Telegraph Act I &IRT 7 92T 2017 Rules & Rule 2(1) 3T gdTell
e arm|

e By continuing to rely on these outdated provisions, some States appear to have bypassed the
procedural safeguards introduced under the 2024 Rules.

ol QUIeT el O 18R W@t 0 T 2024 Rules 3 3eldid o1T ¢ GishdTese FL&T 3urdt
T e &t T 81t &

Where does India stand in terms of internet shutdowns?

ST TSR3 F AHS & 9RA i Rafa F=r d?
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India continues to record one of the highest numbers of internet shutdowns in the world.
Wgﬁmﬁéﬂﬁt&m@rmﬁ%m&ﬁaﬁ&%ﬁﬁmgﬂ%l

Access Now’s 2025 report recorded 65 shutdowns across 12 States and Union
Territories.

Access Now T 2025 &Y RUIE & 12 =t 3 Fgenfaa vt & 65 s gof fhu v

Jammu & Kashmir has recorded the highest number of internet shutdowns in the country,
with about 449 since 2012, followed by Rajasthan (115) and Manipur (62), as per the SFLC
Internet Shutdown Tracker.

SFLC Internet Shutdown Tracker & 38R, SIFH-HYHR & 2012 T 379 cfeh SIS 449
$TIAT AT Gl 1ohT 1T &, SHb dlle; AT (115) 3R AR (62) 7 T |

India has recorded about 24 shutdowns in 2026 (as of July 22).

HRA F 2026 7 (22 JATS Teh) TSI 24 ACSIZA &l 1T T |

What limits has the SC placed?
A FIE A FA7 WAre foreriRa Hr o

In Anuradha Bhasin v. Union of India (2020), the Supreme Court held that access to the
internet is closely connected to the freedoms of speech and trade under Articles 19(1)(a)
and 19(1)(g).

Anuradha Bhasin v. Union of India (2020) AT#el 7 GHIA HIE A gl o FEAT b Tg
BT 19(1)(a) & e AfHeafea 1 Fad=ar au7 Teda 19(1)(g) & T AR HiY T
¥ bfAss TT A A g5 &

The Court held that any shutdown must be backed by law, pursue a legitimate objective, be
necessary and proportionate, and be the least restrictive measure available.

AT o el foh hig 3 ACST3o Hlolet GaRT HATI GIT TRV, IHAT 36T I BIoAT MR,
g 3MaRISh U HTedIfcieh glaTl AMYT FAUT 3TelsY Tdehodl H TaH el FldaEllcHs SURT glall
Uyl

Orders must also be limited in scope and duration, accompanied by detailed reasons,
published and reviewed by a competent committee.

3er &7 AR 31af & AT gl =T, TaEgcd HROM & T gt AT, T FohT SiTed =g
T FaTH WA G@RT IeTehr FaltaTr T e e |

The Court observed that “complete broad suspension of telecom services, be it the internet or

otherwise, must be considered by the State only if ‘necessary’ and ‘unavoidable’.

AT 7 g o “GTEAR JATHT T 419 Td Ut fAeiae, <1g I8 $e¥AC 81 A1 31 {al, AT
CaRT shael asft faram STt anfee 519 ag ‘smaeas 3R srafery &

Can orders be challenged in court?

FT X JMERAT Y FArTerT H oAl & ST Hawel 32

Yes. A shutdown may be challenged before a High Court under Article 226 or, in an
appropriate case, before the Supreme Court under Article 32.

gl | foraly QresT3eT 1 refede 226 & e 307 ~ARITerd # I7 3T HIH! H HeTeda 32 & e
FAH FIE T Gl &7 57 Fehell 1
“Indefinite suspensions are unlawful. The government must publish its orders and provide

reasons capable of judicial review. Under the 2024 Rules, a suspension order cannot remain
in force for over 15 days,” Mr. Gupta said.

A e o e, I Rachrele faeae 37aer €| TRAR T 30 A TR ot AT 3R
VF FRUT oY AT FHTehT =2 FaEeT &Y ST T | 2024 Rules & dgd s 3 feiasT 3meer
15 faaY & 3178 el S1EY T§ ThaTl”

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page4



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

GS Paper Il: International Relations 23 July 2026

TOPICS COVERED

23J7 | ‘Stable India-Chinaties will help build multi-polar Asia’
-l & RPUX ey agyda vRRran & fasior & wergar w90

23J7 | India Should Play a Greater Role in Securing the Strait of Bab el-Mandeb
AR Y ATE-IHA-HEGT TASHEHEY T JI&T 7 37+ @ik sy s o

23J7 | Lithuanians are excavating Red Army graves to bury their Soviet past

frganfaas s efRTa srda R dS ssa FRTE At N Fd A geE TR E

‘Stable India-China ties will
help build multi-polar Asia’

Peace and tranquillity in the border areas is pre-requisite for normal ties, says Jaishankar during
talks with Wang Yi; Minister raises safety of Indian seafarers during discussion with Sergey Lavrov

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

table India-China re-
s lations will help fos-

ter a “multi-polar
Asia” and a “multi-polar
world”, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar said
during a meeting with his
Chinese counterpart Wang
Yi in Manila.

The meeting took place
before the Foreign Minis-
ters of the Quad countries,
Australia, India, Japan, and
the U.S., met on the side-
lines of the 59th ASEAN Fo-
reign Ministers’ Meeting in
the Philippine capital and
reiterated their support for
stability in the Indo-Pacific
region.

In a separate meeting
with Russian Foreign Mi-
nister Sergey Lavrov, held
days after four Indian sea-
farers were killed in a Rus-
sian projectile strike in the
Black Sea, Mr. Jaishankar
expressed “strong con-
cern” regarding the safety
of Indian seafarers.

“We believe that a stable
and cooperative relation-
ship can best be developed
on the basis of mutual res-

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar meets Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi in Manila on Wednesday. pTi

pect, mutual interest and
mutual sensitivity. Such a
relationship can make a va-
luable contribution to a
multi-polar Asia and a mul-
ti-polar world,” Mr. Jaish-
ankar said in his remarks,
highlighting that “peace
and tranquillity in the bor-
der areas is obviously the
pre-requisite for normal
ties”.

The comments came
against the backdrop of re-
newed India-China engage-
ment, including the re-
sumption of direct flights,
updates to the visa regime,
the restart of the Kailash
Manasarovar Yatra, and
the resumption of border
trade. In this context, Mr.

Jaishankar said, “... the
steps in normalisation ta-
ken over the last few
months must be wel-
comed.” He referred to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and President Xi Jinp-
ing’s meeting in Kazan in
October 2024 and recalled
that the two leaders had
“agreed that differences
should not become dis-
putes”. He also raised the
importance of “predicta-
bility of supply chains” and
“fair market access”,
which need to be
addressed.

The India-China minis-
terial discussion was fol-
lowed by the meeting of
Foreign Ministers of the

Quad countries that reiter-
ated their support for sta-
bility in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion. The External Affairs
Ministry issued a joint
press release on coopera-
tion between the Quad
members and the ASEAN
countries, stating, “As
ASEAN  Comprehensive
Strategic Partners we, the
Secretary of State of the
United States and the Fo-
reign Ministers of Austra-
lia, India and Japan met to-
day in Manila to reaffirm
our commitment to streng-
thening a free and open In-
do-Pacific and our unwa-
vering support for ASEAN
unity and centrality.”

Mr. Jaishankar held an
“in-depth review” of India-
Russia bilateral relations
with Mr. Lavrov and ex-
pressed “strong concern
regarding the safety of In-
dian seafarers in the re-
gion”.

“Discussed various as-
pects of our partnership
including trade and invest-
ment, energy and connec-
tivity, science and technol-
ogy and mobility,” said Mr.
Jaishankar about his meet-
ing with Mr. Lavrov.

23J7. ‘Stable India-China ties will help build multi-polar Asia’
- et & R ey agydi vRm & fasor & werrar Fir
e Stable India-China relations will help foster a “multi-polar Asia” and a “multi-polar

world”, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said during a meeting with his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi in Manila.

Wmiﬁamaggaﬁzruﬁw m"agga"mﬁaa" I IETaT Sot H TETIAT hiaT, fager
HA TH. STAAFHT oF AAAT 7 379e) iy FHTRET q7er A & T J5F & SR el
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e The meeting took place before the Foreign Ministers of the Quad countries, Australia,
India, Japan, and the U.S., met on the sidelines of the 59th ASEAN Foreign Ministers’
Meeting in the Philippine capital and reiterated their support for stability in the Indo-Pacific
region.

g S5 FqT3 ST AT, 7RA, AT 3 ARt & fager #RaY Hr 594t snfRramr e
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂw#mwmﬁmﬁﬁmﬁmg T gl Re-wera
&1 # REURdr & 9fa 319eT1 FFdeT gl

e |In a separate meeting with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, held days after four
Indian seafarers were killed in a Russian projectile strike in the Black Sea, Mr. Jaishankar
expressed “strong concern” regarding the safety of Indian seafarers.

T & fager 7=t s amaia & AT Uk 3797 S5 H, ) HIeT PR H T F8I9T g # IR
auaﬁzrmﬁaﬁaﬁraaga:gm%ﬁwgé, AN SR A HRAT AFAT hT & T ol "Ml
fRar egea $|

e The comments came against the backdrop of renewed India-China engagement, including

the resumption of direct flights, updates to the visa regime, the restart of the Kailash
Manasarovar Yatra, and the resumption of border trade.

3 feeaforat siRa-dier waret & 70 &R & docl geanfarar T qeosif@ & IS, et deft szm@i
1 SgTel, IS STEEYT A eI, HAT AN T hT TeT: Q37T A AT SATIR Y wgrelr
enfAe &1

e He also raised the importance of “predictability of supply chains” and “fair market
access”, which need to be addressed.

3ol " el ApEenait A qEiTATT AR " frsTat SR agT & Fecd I # 3or, i W
€T T STt BT 3Tl g

e “Discussed various aspects of our partnership including trade and investment, energy and
connectivity, science and technology and mobility,” said Mr. Jaishankar about his
meeting with Mr. Lavrov.

A STARAAT A A AN o Y 3GsA 55 o TR H g, "gARY WFlGRY o fAfHeT ggef3i
el €S, FoeTal AR vd farder, Sl v @uh, Rt va ste@ifaehy dam arfareferar enfae €1

BLACK SEA >
Countries bordering the Black /
Sea (Clockwise from the North) "OM"”"‘% -
1. Ukraine (North) ~ S
2. Russia (Northeast) BULGARIA7“™
3. Georgia (East) 5
4. Turkey (South) ,jﬁﬁﬁ\N N N ..
5. Bulgaria (West) o gran LNy
6. Romania (Northwest) R zA®~ - T URKIYE TES®
‘}“‘Dca aaaaaaa > QBursa (TURKEY)

Important Water Connections

e Bosporus Strait — Connects the Black Sea to the Sea of Marmara.
e Sea of Marmara — Connected to the Aegean Sea through the Dardanelles Strait.
e Aegean Sea — Part of the Mediterranean Sea.

Thus, the route is:
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Black Sea — Bosporus Strait — Sea of Marmara — Dardanelles
Strait — Aegean Sea — Mediterranean Sea

Major Rivers Flowing into the Black Sea

e Danube (Europe's second-longest river)

e Dnieper
e Dniester
e Southern Bug

e Don (indirectly via the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait)

Important Ports

e Odesa (Ukraine)
o Constanta (Romania)
e Varna (Bulgaria)

e Novorossiysk (Russia)

e Batumi (Georgia)

e Samsun and Trabzon (Turkey)

Russia

© WorldAtlas.com
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India must lead in securing the Strait of Bab el-Mandeb

n the heels of the Strait of Hormuz crisis
0 comes the new threat — a Strait of Bab

el-Mandeb crisis. On July 16, Reuters
reported that Iran had instructed the Houthis to
close the Strait (which is between Yemen and the
Horn of Africa) if the United States attacked Iran’s
power plants.

Whether the Houthis have the capacity to
threaten the Strait or whether this is part of Iran’s
signalling to the U.S. is secondary. What is
important is that this represents a risk to
one-third of India’s entire trade.

Revisiting 2024

We have been here before. When the Gaza war
started in October 2023, the Ansarallah group in
Yemen, also known as the Houthis, claimed
solidarity with the Palestinians and launched
drones and missiles at Israel. From November
2023 to March 2024, the Houthis targeted at least
40 vessels in the Red Sea, claiming that the
vessels were linked to or bound for Israel.

In response, the U.S., together with allies
including Singapore and Sri Lanka, launched
Operation Prosperity Guardian (December 2023)
to ensure “freedom of navigation” in the Red Sea.
This was followed by United Nations Security
Council Resolution 2722 (2024). which was
adopted in January 2024. Israel also carried out
unilateral strikes against the Houthis. The Indian
Navy rescued the crew of a British tanker after it
was set on fire (January 26-27, 2024). By the time
the U.S declared a ceasefire in May 2025, the
Houthis had been weakened, but much of the
damage had already been done.

Marine insurance companies tend to be highly
risk-averse. With over 90% of the world’s
shipping insured by just 12 protection and
indemnity (P&I) clubs, shipowners have limited
room to negotiate. Between November 2023 and
March 2024, at least 2,000 ships avoided the Suez
Canal and instead sailed around the Cape of Good

17

-

Raja Karthikeya
Adjunct Fellow and
lead for West Asia
studies at the
Takshashila
Institution

New Delhi's
leadership can
help prevent
another major
shipping crisis
in the Red Sea

Hope. This delayed critical imports to India.
Global shipping routes effectively reverted to
what was being done 170 years ago. Egypt losta
quarter of the Suez Canal’s revenue. By July 2024,
Israel’s Red Sea port of Eilat had filed for
bankruptcy.

This time around, the situation is more
unpredictable. With U.S. forces in the region
focused on Iran, it is unclear whether they will
seek to secure the Red Sea as they did before.

Even in 2024, when India-bound ships were
attacked by the Houthis, New Delhi had to lean
directly on Tehran to bring the attacks to a halt.
But that was a different time for India-Iran ties.
Meanwhile, the UN Security Council is more
divided today than ever before, and even if it
manages to call for “freedom of navigation” in the
Red Sea, it is unlikely to pass a resolution
approving a force to implement that call. China is
also likely to again take a unilateral approach to
protecting its shipping in the Red Sea through
quid pro quos with the Houthis.

If the Houthis resume attacks on shipping in
the Strait, the impact on India’s economy - which
is already reeling from the Strait of Hormuz crisis
—would be dire. While India has now ordered
that no Indian mariner be deployed on ships
bound to or from the Strait of Hormuz, extending
the same restriction to a busy route such as the
Strait of Bab el-Mandeb would not be easy and
would adversely aftect the safety and welfare of
thousands of Indian seafarers.

What India should do

In 2024, France stayed out of a U.S.-led operation
to guard its role in mediating between Hezbollah
and Israel in Lebanon. Those conditions no
longer exist. However, France and Japan — two
countries that need shipping lanes in the Red Sea
for their connectivity with Asia and Europe
respectively — maintain bases in Djibouti,
perched on the Red Sea. Their navies have also

conducted joint drills with the Indian Navy,
which creates an opportunity for India to
pre-empt a recurrence of the events of 2024.

India therefore needs to pro-actively build a
naval taskforce in collaboration with France and
Japan to deter attacks on shipping in the Bab
el-Mandeb.

India would also do well to engage Egypt and
Saudi Arabia. They had refused to join the
alliance against the Houthis in 2024, given their
own stance on Gaza. This time, with their
economies at stake, they may not stand by. On
July 20, the Houthis announced a “maritime
embargo” on Saudi ships, seen as a threat against
their transit through the Bab el-Mandeb. India
needs to engage with these nations proactively to
help secure the Red Sea, from the Suez to Bab
el-Mandeb, while keeping its other partners in the
region informed.

A rules-based maritime response
It needs to be emphasised that this would be a
theatre-specific “Trade Protection Task Force” of
navies, rather than a strategic alliance. In addition
to ships and personnel, the Information Fusion
Centre-Indian Ocean Region hosted by India
could provide the necessary maritime domain
awareness, while France and Japan could
complement these efforts with on-ground
logistical support. The constituent navies could
agree on joint rules of engagement in response to
any hostile attacks. They could provide security
cover or escorts requested by commercial and
civilian vessels transiting the Strait, especially
those bound for Europe, India, or Japan. The task
force would serve as a lasting demonstration of
India’s resolve to ensure “respect for maritime
rules and norms” as part of Security and Growth
for All in the Region (SAGAR).

India has both the responsibility and the
capability to prevent the Bab el-Mandeb from
becoming a literal “Gate of Tears” this time.

23J7. India Should Play a Greater Role in Securing the Strait of Bab el-Mandeb
HI Y ATE-3A-HEGT TASHEHEY T JI&T H 37 Ak sy s afige
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The Strait of Bab el-Mandeb has once again emerged as a strategically important maritime
chokepoint because of rising tensions in West Asia.

TME-IH-HAT TASATHET TfRTH URIAT H TG Iel1d oh HROT o: Teh 3cAcl HGcd 0T AHRP
TG A o §T IR

Recent reports indicate that Iran has encouraged the Houthis to increase pressure in the
region if military confrontation with the United States intensifies.

gTeT & RNet & ohel fAercr & 1 afe wgara Tora 3R & @1y 7 cantra Soar &, ot ST &
gt Rl By st 3 g et a v SR e &

Even if the Houthis do not completely block the waterway, the possibility of attacks on
commercial vessels creates serious uncertainty for international trade.

87T &1 gl 38 TR A BT OTC: HATeY o Y Teh, olfohed SATATRE STETSA! I gl T HeATTaAT
IARTET SR & v 73R 1A fRadar 3caea1 Fedr g1

For India, the security of this route is extremely important because a substantial share of its
international trade passes through the Red Sea and the Suez Canal.

AR & AT 38 AT Y F&T 3edd Fgeaqul ¢, Fifeh 36 IRASEY SAIR T Teh F37 3197
aTe FPR 3 TS AT H g ol ¢

Lessons from the Red Sea Crisis
Tl PR Hohe A 1o fremme

Many shipping companies preferred to avoid the Suez Canal and instead sailed around the
Cape of Good Hope, increasing both travel time and transportation costs.

ﬁ%mﬁmmﬁaﬁgmmﬁ@mamﬁwwm,mww
A 3R IRag o9 gleil §¢ 1|

India should also strengthen diplomatic engagement with Egypt and Saudi Arabia, as
stability in the Red Sea directly affects their strategic and economic interests.

AR 1w 3R T3E 3T & 6 e Tgdier o Serer w1fg, i arer aer &
e 31 TR AR 3T Rl & TegeT 77 4 N gS &

Continuous consultation with regional partners would improve coordination and reduce the
possibility of misunderstandings during maritime security operations.

& AISIERT & AT AT TR GG T AT o SR S FH-aT T HYam
TUT ITITHE (AT b THTAAT T e HLIT|

A Rules-Based Maritime Response

e e weggy wiafear

India's Information Fusion Centre—Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) can contribute by
sharing maritime information and improving domain awareness among participating countries.

SR T FBIFRIT FGTeT HeX—ToG HETAII &1 (IFC-IOR) HHLY FAI37 T JHTSTA-eT T
HeeTalt it S HAET Rl Herely STareendT Sgtel 7 Hgea ol ${fAehT st aehcr &1

Partner countries can contribute logistical support, surveillance capabilities, and coordinated
naval deployments to strengthen the effectiveness of the initiative.

ASIER 2T IE FETIdT, IR &78HdT a2 GHead A A J=rd & AT & 57 Ugol of 3R
37T YHTAY 9T Fhdl &

Commercial ships travelling towards Europe, India, or East Asia may receive coordinated
protection whenever security risks increase.

w,wmqﬁmﬁmmmmmﬁaﬁ?wmaﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁ
AT FI&TT TaTeT &1 ST Fehcll 81
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Lithuanians are excavating Red Army graves to bury their Soviet past

e F)
VIEVIS, LITHUANIA

A wartime grave-site out-
side Lithuania’s capital has
become the stage for a pol-
itical skirmish with Russia,
as the Baltic country works
to shed the last remnants
of Soviet occupation.
Sifting through layers of
clay-coloured soil, archeol-
ogists in Vievis, west of Vil-
nius, carefully uncover the
bones of Red Army sol-
diers at one of the many
memorial sites installed by
Moscow in the wake of the
Second World War.
Lithuania removed most
Soviet monuments shortly
after regaining indepen-
dence in 1990, but it was
not until the full-scale Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine in
2022 that Kyiv's close ally

Vilnius opted to move the
graves — which many saw
as the last visible symbols
of USSR domination.

“The memorial site
served a propaganda pur-
pose,” Tadas Simonauskas,
the chief archaeologist on
site, told AFP as his team
conducted the
excavations.

Among the bones, the
twisted remains of a gas
pipe were the only rem-
nant of an eternal flame in-
stalled by the Soviets to
memorialise what Moscow
still refers to as the “Great
Patriotic War”.

Used to describe one of
World War Two’s most sig-
nificant chapters, as the Al-
lies battled Nazi Germany
on the Eastern Front, the
term has been rejected by
many post-Soviet coun-

tries as a distortion of the
realities of occupation.
“The memorial stood
here to remind us that we
were supposedly ‘liberat-
ed’ by the Soviets,” Petras
Martisius, a local pension-
er passing by the dig site,
told AFP. “They should
have been moved earlier.”

‘De-Sovietisation”

Now an EU and NATO
member state, Lithuania —
which borders Russia and
its ally, Belarus — fears that
it risks being invaded next
as the war in Ukraine drags
on into its fifth year.

It was shortly after the
start of the war that the
Lithuanian  parliament
passed the so-called “de-
Sovietisation” law, paving
the way for the removal of
the last Soviet monuments

Workers excavate a memonal to exhume the remains of Soviet
soldiers buried in Vievis, Lithuania, on Monday. AP

and the relocation of the
graves. At the time, there
were 157 burial sites of
World War Il-era Soviet sol-
diers in the country’s cul-
tural heritage register.
Vilnius has revoked four
of the sites’ protected sta-
tus — a measure put in
place initially to prevent

Russia from altering them
without  the  state’s
approval.

At some sites, Russians
changed plaques, upping
the number of buried sol-
diers, according to Rita
Kunceviciene, who is res-
ponsible for heritage ob-
jects at the Lithuanian Cul-

ture Ministry. “The more
troops have died, the more
(Moscow) can say that Lith-
uanians do not honour
their ‘liberators’,” she
added.

Lithuania first began re-
locating the Soviet graves
from the small northern
town of Pumpenai in July
2023, followed by the
northern city of Siauliai in
April this year and the
town of Vievis earlier in
July.

Moscow was incensed
by these excavations,
branding them an attempt
to rewrite history, and
summoned Lithuania’s en-
voy several times to protest
what it called a “barbaric
plan”.

The Kremlin is now pre-
paring for an international
court battle over alleged

discrimination against eth-
nic Russians, according to
arecent report by Baltic in-
vestigative journalists.

The relocation of Soviet
graves could reportedly be-
come part of the case.

“Russia is using the in-
ternational arena as a way
to spread its narrative that
the Baltic states support
nazism and discriminate
against ethnic Russian mi-
norities,” said Indre Maka-
raityte, an investigative re-
porter at Lithuania’s public
broadcaster, LRT.

“‘Marks of existence’

Following the relocations,
Russia accused Lithuania —
and the other Baltic states
of Estonia and Latvia,
which took similar steps —
of discriminating against
Russian culture and com-

mnung a crime under Rus-
sian law. Before that, Lith-
uania protested the recent
destruction of monuments
to the tens of thousands of
people deported to Sibe-
ria, as well as Baltic and
Polish victims of Stalinist
atrocities.

The relocation of the re-
mains — which will be re-
buried at a nearby Ortho-
dox cemetery - are
permitted under interna-
tional law, the Lithuanian
Foreign Ministry said in a
statement to AFP.

Article 17 of the First Ge-
neva Convention stipulates
measures “to allow subse-
quent exhumations and to
ensure the identification of
bodies, whatever the site of
the graves” and the possi-
ble repatriation  of
remains.

23J7. Lithuanians are excavating Red Army graves to bury their Soviet past

frganfaas s AfRTa s R dS ssa FRrE st A Fd Argas < w

e A wartime grave-site outside Lithuania’s capital has become the stage for a political
skirmish with Russia, as the Baltic country works to shed the last remnants of Soviet
occupation.

forgamfarm ot TsTenei o aex U Ueh Jetrehrollet Ha-FIe T & HTY IsTollfcleh ThTd T shey
T 7T B, Fieh g Aifees o Wifaaa Feat & e QST & PehRT UTel 1 T Y T B

e Sifting through layers of clay-coloured soil, archaeologists in Vievis, west of Vilnius,
carefully uncover the bones of Red Army soldiers at one of the many memorial sites installed
by Moscow in the wake of the Second World War.

frafaaa & aftes & feya fefw & quacafag Aed & ol 1 gere 33 3met & Afereni
gsfsdl & ArauTide [AehTel 1@ §1 T8 31 3eieh TARE FUell A { Ueh § Toloe ARSI o gfacdy
e ey & a1e; Tenfad foham 2|

e Lithuania removed most Soviet monuments shortly after regaining independence in 1990,
but it was not until the full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022 that Kyiv's close ally
Vilnius opted to move the graves — which many saw as the last visible symbols of USSR
domination.

frganfarar a1 1990 & Tad=ar YIvd = & Rl dTe; e @I FARHT 1 ger fe2 2,
AIfeheT 2022 7 T GART Pahel I YT AT & ATHHACT o o1C &1 FAATAIH o1 3T il T elot T
foroTer for, foieg 3 oter Afara W (USSR) & 98icd & 3ifid g2 velieh #HeTd U

e “The memorial site served a propaganda purpose,” Tadas Simonauskas, the chief
archaeologist on site, told AFP as his team conducted the excavations.

TS & AT WdAcaiag drer RAAASHH o AFP & Fgl, "I8 THR Tl TIR & 36¢% I

qfct ¥ "

e Among the bones, the twisted remains of a gas pipe were the only remnant of an eternal
flame installed by the Soviets to memorialise what Moscow still refers to as the “Great
Patriotic War”.

gsfeat & i Tk A7 55 A TIET & 3RV ) 37 Ieted s A S THAN g I o Afaardy
o 3 Fetr T T F TTi o o, Ty aAvesy 3t off 3 dfeifes ar shgar B
e Used to describe one of World War Two’s most significant chapters, as the Allies battled

Nazi Germany on the Eastern Front, the term has been rejected by many post-Soviet
countries as a distortion of the realities of occupation.

gfadir fred e & Tad AgcaquT 3t A § Ueh, Sid T Treg gt A o3 arelt sttt & o
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o “The memorial stood here to remind us that we were supposedly ‘liberated’ by the Soviets,”
Petras Martisius, a local pensioner passing by the dig site, told AFP.

aT$ T A IR 1§ TURNY SereTeiial damw afe e o7 AFP & &gl "8 AR g4 Jg Il
feetret & oI @er o1 1o A &9 & g Wfaal  ‘Fara Hrr A"

e “They should have been moved earlier.”

'S¢ gl gl &1 T e Sfielr wifgw vl

‘De-Sovietisation’

‘- TaTdIhIor

e Now an EU and NATO member state, Lithuania — which borders Russia and its ally,
Belarus — fears that it risks being invaded next as the war in Ukraine drags on into its fifth
year.

379 AR | (EU) 3R 1Y (NATO) 1 Feea foryganfora, forgehr @ad &1 3R 36 @gamh
ARH § ST €, IRt & o et  Jetr o Gierd I H TN et oh WY 3Te foenmar agr
eI TohT ¢ |

e |t was shortly after the start of the war that the Lithuanian parliament passed the so-called
“de-Sovietisation” law, paving the way for the removal of the last Soviet monuments and
the relocation of the graves.

e YE gl o o & FHY J1e; fAYgnfaas goe  JUH R S-afagdisor S aRd
m,mmmmﬁmmwwmwwmmmgm

e Atthetime, there were 157 burial sites of World War ll-era Soviet soldiers in the country’s
cultural heritage register.

38 GHY U I WP fa favraa gt 7 afadi fea e #ref & wifaga {fawi & 157 gwar
T ol |

o Vilnius has revoked four of the sites’ protected status — a measure put in place initially to
prevent Russia from altering them without the state’s approval.

Rrafaaw = 57 Te 7 @ IR F Wt g3 T % AT B I ol A T FF FEERT
3FAT & 9T 3T Seerd kel & bt & Torw feam aram 2|

e At some sites, Russians changed plaques, upping the number of buried soldiers, according
to Rita Kunceviciene, who is responsible for heritage objects at the Lithuanian Culture
Ministry.
ferganfaras s o samera  favara wuelt 1 gy fier Fafafliesr & 38R, Fo T
FAGT A ICTEHIV SEaAhT Gthed AAhI T TEAT FT ST

o “The more troops have died, the more (Moscow) can say that Lithuanians do not honour
their ‘liberators’,” she added.

3cgieT FaT, "Tode 31T AFehT & A &1 1T AT ST, ATERT 3T &f TS g o
foryganfarang 3raet AT FiFaeransit 1 qe e et Hd 1"
e Lithuania first began relocating the Soviet graves from the small northern town of

Pumpenai in July 2023, followed by the northern city of Siauliai in April this year and the
town of Vievis earlier in July.

forganfaran = J[am§ 2023 A 30 FEd [FIATE A VAT Fail hT TATATTRT HAT Y foham,
g8 d1c 38 ¥ Iie A Rrarsfaars 3k Jears 7 Rrefaw & =g wfshar s @

e Moscow was incensed by these excavations, branding them an attempt to rewrite history,
and summoned Lithuania’s envoy several times to protest what it called a “barbaric plan”.

HIEHY 37 Gersal A Sge ARTS §3HT 3R 3¢ STIerd i T & forge? &7 Jrd sl e
Forgamfarm o Isig 1 8 IR deld fohaT TUT 58 "q&T AT el
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e The Kremlin is now preparing for an international court battle over alleged discrimination
against ethnic Russians, according to a recent report by Baltic investigative journalists.

qifees @Sl THHRI Y gTorar RAE & IHeTaR, FaAfae 3 AT AT & T FAd e &
Heg W AT FARTeTT H oA ofSTS T IR 3 TET &

e The relocation of Soviet graves could reportedly become part of the case.
AT 3T & Toh WATST Fall BT TATATAROT 8 3T AT T TN 57 TohdT &

e “Russia is using the international arena as a way to spread its narrative that the Baltic states
support Nazism and discriminate against ethnic Russian minorities,” said Indre
Makaraityte, an investigative reporter at Lithuania’s public broadcaster, LRT.

ferganfarm & ardsifeie JERe LRT T @ishl TR 8 AFRBIAQ o gl "T SRS 79
T 3YANT I FATRT HIA & TIT o T & T aifeca ger Areiare 1 gq@d axa & 3K s
T CTHETH & AT AT i &l"

‘Marks of existence’

‘31fedca & e

e Following the relocations, Russia accused Lithuania — and the other Baltic states of
Estonia and Latvia, which took similar steps — of discriminating against Russian culture
and committing a crime under Russian law.

TYUTATROT & Te;, T TG faar 7 56l 9ehR & HieH 301 dlel 37 qMfecs gt veeifaar
3R ara AT o T wEHiar & favey Seena el iR Tl FIeeT & TEc IR el i HRT

ENRIN

e Before that, Lithuania protested the recent destruction of monuments to the tens of
thousands of people deported to Siberia, as well as Baltic and Polish victims of Stalinist
atrocities.

gad uge farganfaa o agafa e fhw a1v goiRt ol o Ferfdeard) sreamant &
aifees 3R QYferer fifsdl & TARGRT F 8Tl &1 7 Ase TR A1t i farrer forar am|

e The relocation of the remains — which will be reburied at a nearby Orthodox cemetery —
are permitted under international law, the Lithuanian Foreign Ministry said in a statement
to AFP.

forganfaramé fader #amera = AFP &1 feT Teh 1ot # gl 7oh 3Nt &l TR, fSiee
feeneadt situfsira FieareT & gor: Shaarar ST, HARTSERT FTea & ded ITAT |
e Article 17 of the First Geneva Convention stipulates measures “to allow subsequent

exhumations and to ensure the identification of bodies, whatever the site of the graves” and
the possible repatriation of remains.

AR fAaT FedereT 1 3qede 17 03U T Tl a3 g, fIaTdt "are & il 1 Gers v
ST &k, 1dT T TgdTet JiATT I ST Tk, Mg sl gl 371 &Y, TUT TR gled I IS
3eAch G2 I ATl ST Toh |
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Small banks mull tie-ups with GIFT City IBUs to offer leverage to NRIs
BIT dF TANMINE A ofia¥sr & F fAT GIFT City F IBU & 19 Freicil W AR X ©@

Centre considering
to lift restrictions
on airport ownership

The current rules cap airline ownership in airports and are inferred

to similarly restrict airport operators from owning airlines

Jagriti C!an!r.a

NEW DELHI

he Centre is consi-
dering removing
restrictions on

cross-ownership between
airport operators and air-
lines, a move that could al-
low airport companies to
own airlines and airline
groups to acquire stakes in
airports, according to peo-
ple familiar with the
matter.

“The Ministry of Civil
Aviation is preparing a con-
cept note for consultations
with NITI Aayog and other
government ministries on
the proposed changes,” a
person aware of the discus-
sions said, adding that
such a proposal would
need the final nod from the
Union Cabinet.

The proposal comes
amid Air India’s interest in
expanding into the airport
business, one person
aware of discussions added
but senior Air India sourc-
es denied it. Air India is
jointly owned by Tata
Sons, which holds a 74.9%
stake, and Singapore Air-
lines, which owns the re-
maining 25.1%.

Some existing airport
concession agreements im-
pose limits on airline ow-
nership. For instance, the
concession agreements for
the Noida International
Airport and Navi Mumbai
International Airport pro-
jects provide that no sche-

Myriad of protocols: The ownership restrictions are even tighter
for Delhi and Mumbai airports. REPRESENTATIONAL PHOTO

duled airline, cargo airline
or their associates may
hold more than 26% of the
subscribed and paid-up
equity of the
concessionaire.

The ownership restric-
tions are even tighter for
Delhi and Mumbai air-
ports. Under the original
privatisation framework,
the aggregate equity held
by all Indian scheduled air-
lines was capped at 10%,
while foreign airlines were
not permitted to hold any
equity in the airport oper-
ating companies.

These restrictions also
operate in reverse, effec-
tively preventing airport
operators from owning or
controlling airlines. The
Adani Group, which oper-
ates eight airports and has
businesses spanning ports,
power and renewable
energy, has so far main-
tained that it has no inter-
est in entering the airline
business amid growing dis-
cussions around the domi-
nance of Air India and Indi-
Go, which have a duopoly

between them.

The discussions come at
a time when the Ministry
of Civil Aviation has sub-
mitted a proposal to the
Public Private Partnership
Appraisal Committee
(PPPAC) for the third
round of airport privatisa-
tion of 11 airports, which
too will come before the
Cabinet for its nod.

In 2019, the Tata Group,
through a consortium with
Singapore’s sovereign
wealth fund GIC, had pro-
posed to acquire a 55.2%
stake in GMR Airports, but
the deal did not materialise
due to a conflict of interest
issue involving Tatas’ stake
in Vistara and AirAsia In-

Since then, Vistara has
been merged into Air In-
dia, while AirAsia India has
been integrated into Air In-
dia Express, both of which
are part of the Tata Group’s
airline portfolio.

Queries were sent to Ta-
ta Group and Air India, but
there was no reply till the
time of publication.

23J7. Centre considering to lift
restrictions on airport ownership

Fg TIFR §aATEHNZST FTT AT T
yfady gee W AR a @ R

o The Centre is considering removing
restrictions on cross-ownership between
airport operators and airlines, a move that
could allow airport companies to own
airlines and airline groups to acquire stakes
in airports, according to people familiar with
the matter.

ATHAS § TR ST & AR g THR
FATEINST HATAIHI 3R TIATSAT o o1 rd-
eRfA galt ufaeer g W aaR W@ E,
a3 gar$3rgst Fufadl wF vaRergat &1
T TG TUT TIIATS HHE! o gaTS3Tgst
¥ foraer wlies 1 sregafa e Fad 8

e Air India is jointly owned by Tata
Sons, which holds a 74.9% stake, and
Singapore Airlines, which owns the
remaining 25.1%.

TR ST T HY T TQTTACT ST W & I
g, ST 74.9% e &, S 99 25.1%
et RiTmgR vy & 9 g

e Under the original privatisation
framework, the aggregate equity held by all
Indian scheduled airlines was capped at
10%, while foreign airlines were not

permitted to hold any equity in the airport
operating companies.

Aol forsfieTor efe & dga |el sl
YA TSl I Fel sfFad) rdealy
10% e AfAT oY, ST el vatams«t &
TATENZST WATel Hafaral & Rl st gahR fr
sfeFady el T 3reTAfa e o

e These restrictions also operate in

reverse, effectively preventing airport operators from owning or controlling airlines.

3 gfaer faudie feem 31 off oy g1 8, forad gar$argst Hatas! ol TIRasal &l Faifdcd I@a

T 37 W AT ot T THTE G & Uehr 1T &1

e The Adani Group, which operates eight airports and has businesses spanning ports,
power and renewable energy, has so far maintained that it has no interest in entering the
airline business amid growing discussions around the dominance of Air India and IndiGo,

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Pagel 2



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

which have a duopoly between them.
ST WG, ST HTS AT b1 Hellolol T & AT deemg, farsrelr AR srdiaofr Fat &t &
Y SITATT FAT &, 319 I TG FadT T ¢ 1o T 31391 3R 33 & i gt g@anfsr
(Z3aTelY) T T3 & STarcle SHT TAXATSA STTHIT H T Flel h 1S T 7Ll &

e In 2019, the Tata Group, through a consortium with Singapore’s sovereign wealth fund
GIC, had proposed to acquire a 55.2% stake in GMR Airports, but the deal did not

materialise due to a conflict of interest issue involving Tatas’ stake in Vistara and AirAsia
India.

2019 # eI WIfg = FATMYT & W] HIRY FI GIC & WY Teh HEETH & AETH ¥ GMR
Airports & 55.2% fEAerY Tliear &1 yara fear or, aifeha fawanr 31 varefrar sf39r & erer
1 TeEAeRY & 53 fedll & THIra & HROT g HieT 91 61 g1 T

e Since then, Vistara has been merged into Air India, while AirAsia India has been integrated
into Air India Express, both of which are part of the Tata Group’s airline portfolio.

s & TR 1 forr TR $RBAT & g1 et ¢, STafeh vave T i3 i v s vemdw A
TehTehel T T I &, AR ST €Y ETeT Vg F TAAATST DIEHITrAT 7 e e 8|

Trum

p’s 200% generic tarift

threat would imperil
Americans: Indian pharma

N. Ravi Kumar
HYDERABAD

U.S. President Donald
Trump has given generic
pharmaceutical compa-
nies a two-year window to
establish manufacturing
facilities in the United
States, warning that pro-
ducts imported after Au-
gust 2028 could face tariffs
of up to 200%.

The announcement,
made on Wednesday
through a social media
post, has significant impli-
cations for India, which
sends more than a third of
its pharmaceutical exports
to the U.S. While Indian
drugmakers sought to
strike a cautious note, they
warned that higher tariffs
would ultimately increase
medicine costs for Ameri-
can consumers.

Mr. Trump said the mea-
sure is intended to encour-
age generic drug produc-
tion in the U.S. and reduce
dependence on overseas
supply chains.

“Effective  August 1,
2026, all generic drugs be-
ing brought into the United
States will continue to have
a tariff of zero per cent for
a two-year period of time,
after which the tariff will
be raised to 100% for a
one-year period of time,
and 200% thereafter,” he
said. The announcement
rattled  pharmaceutical
stocks. The Nifty Pharma
index fell 1.31%, with 18 of
its 20 constituent compa-
nies closing lower.

“It's not practical to
move operations like that
to the U.S. overnight. If ta-

Indian companies
account for nearly
47% of all generic
prescriptions
dispensed in the US.

riffs are imposed, we will
have to raise prices,” said
Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories
CEO Erez Israeli. He added
that the company was not
planning any immediate
changes and noted that
policy positions could
evolve over time.

‘India most exposed’
According to the Global
Trade Research Initiative
(GTRI), India is among the
countries most exposed to
the proposed measure. In-
dia exported pharmaceuti-
cal products worth $25.8
billion in 2025, of which
$9.7 billion, or 37.7%, went
to the U.S. its largest over-
seas market.

Indian firms account for
nearly 47% of all generic
prescriptions dispensed in
the U.S., making India the
largest supplier of afforda-
ble generic medicines.

Despite this dominance,
generics’ low  pricing
means India’s share of the
value of U.S. generic im-
ports is estimated at only
about 30%.

The U.S. imported phar-
maceutical products worth
$213 billion in 2025, includ-
ing $94.1 billion worth of
finished medicines sold in
retail packs. GTRI founder
Ajay Srivastava said many
Indian generics could re-
main competitive despite
the tariffs because they are

o

significantly cheaper than
branded alternatives. Ho-
wever, large-scale reloca-
tion of generic drug manu-
facturing to the U.S. would
be challenging, given the
industry’s reliance on glo-
bal supply chains and im-
ported active pharmaceuti-
cal ingredients.

Granules India Execu-
tive Director Priyanka Chi-
gurupati said the compa-
ny’s three US. facilities
position it well to support
increased local manufac-
turing. However, she cau-
tioned that higher generic
drug prices could ripple
across the healthcare sys-
tem and affect patient af-
fordability.

Indian Pharmaceutical
Alliance Secretary General
Sudarshan Jain said Indian
companies already have a
substantial U.S. presence,
with more than 40 facili-
ties supporting jobs, manu-
facturing and research. In-
dia, he said, remains a
trusted partner in supply-
ing affordable, quality
medicines to American pa-
tients. GTRI added that
building a fully domestic
pharmaceutical  supply
chain in the U.S. would re-
quire significant invest-
ment and would almost
certainly lead to higher
medicine prices.

“The zero-tariff window
gives the industry a mea-
ningful runway, and we see
this as time we can use pro-
ductively — to keep streng-
thening our position across
multiple markets rather
than relying on any single
one,” said Pharmexcil
Chairman Namit Joshi.

23J7. Trump’s 200% generic tariff
threat would imperil Americans:
Indian pharma

T FY 200% AR ERE dr gaehy
IANF AT F T g Rs
grefY: AR BTAT AT

e U.S. President Donald Trump has
given generic pharmaceutical companies
a two-year window to establish
manufacturing facilities in the United
States, warning that products imported after
August 2028 could face tariffs of up to
200%.

AR Teeafy SeTes U o AANF gar
Faferat 1 &t a¥ &1 gag A & 9 g a
T AN 7 fAfAHT ST Tafia #,
aaﬁ?ﬁaagu%mzozsﬁmmra
fRT T 3cTTET W 200% T FT TRE T
ST HhdT B

e The announcement, made on
Wednesday through a social media post,
has significant implications for India, which
sends more than a third of its
pharmaceutical exports to the U.S.

AR &1 Arrer AT oive & AreaH F @
IS S HIYOT T HRA TR HedqoT FeTd I5ell
g, Fifeh AR 3191 gar fAaTa #1 vh-faes a
3119 R AR & ATar g

¢ While Indian drugmakers sought to
strike a cautious note, they warned that

br, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
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higher tariffs would ultimately increase medicine costs for American consumers.
gleilfeh AR gaT fAATanat & Fraueiqe! T 39112, 3gia ddraei & f 31fere TR siaa:
IAREY susTFanst & T gamsit H Fad ge1 &

e Mr. Trump said the measure is intended to encourage generic drug production in the U.S.
and reduce dependence on overseas supply chains.

oY €9 ¥ FgT o 5 FeH 1 3652T FANFT H AARF gansit & Feareet Fi gerar ¢ar 3R e
Fmgfet Argen3it o fNIRAT FH FAT
o “Effective August 1, 2026, all generic drugs being brought into the United States will

continue to have a tariff of zero per cent for a two-year period of time, after which the tariff
will be raised to 100% for a one-year period of time, and 200% thereafter,” he said.

3egiel g, "1 3T 2026 W HIFA AT FANET & oIS ST arell Fef FaA R garait ox ar ast
% e S AR oI19] 1M, 38 16 v ¥ & fow R 1009 §H91T 3R 38 &g 200% FT
feam swam |

e The announcement rattled pharmaceutical stocks.
SH TN § SR e A H geldol H TS|

e The Nifty Pharmaindex fell 1.31%, with 18 of its 20 constituent companies closing lower.

foreré BT FaiE 1.31% IR a1, forae 38hT 20 ues Ffadi § & 18 & IR TRrae & |y
a5 gul

e “It's not practical to move operations like that to the U.S. overnight.
"SH YhR & Tl ol TAI-ITd A RHT TATATIRA AT SITG@TIeh Ig! gl

o Iftariffs are imposed, we will have to raise prices,” said Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories CEO
Erez Israeli.

Ife TR AT AT R, A 637 A Forelr 939t 31, (gEer AaREIST & W3t vt saEe

e

e He added that the company was not planning any immediate changes and noted that policy
positions could evolve over time.

3781 gl T Uil RhcTgTel PIS dcahlel S olTd el I AT AT 91T TaT & 3R Afaera s&@
AT & ATY 9¢of Tohdl g

‘India most exposed’

‘R 999 31T« yonfaa

e According to the Global Trade Research Initiative (GTRI), India is among the countries
most exposed to the proposed measure.

Tehed &3 Rt sfafrefea (GTRI) & 3R, yeaifad shea & qadr iftreh yenfad gl arel et
H AR AT £

e India exported pharmaceutical products worth $25.8 billion in 2025, of which $9.7 billion,
or 37.7%, went to the U.S., its largest overseas market.

HR o1 2025 # 25.8 IR SToR 7o o SRR EH Scaral 1 i fohar, fSed & 9.7 3va
STeR, 31T 37.7%, IART 1 157 1T, S 3HHT T I37 A TR §1

¢ Indian firms account for nearly 47% of all generic prescriptions dispensed in the U.S.,
making India the largest supplier of affordable generic medicines.

N Fafarar AR 7 {aRa gaft SaRes NfEFeET 1 973 47% FEar 3ueresr Sadr
¢, oo e Tl AR garsit 1 Ted 937 MY clehclT oot T &

o Despite this dominance, generics’ low pricing means India’s share of the value of U.S.
generic imports is estimated at only about 30%.

3T Y3Icd o SIdo[e, SRS AT I e HHAT & HRUT FANAT FANF AT & Fol 7o 7
R T FRTHSRY hdel SITHIT 30% AT ST B
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The U.S. imported pharmaceutical products worth $213 billion in 2025, including $94.1
billion worth of finished medicines sold in retail packs.

AR 2025 # 213 3R STeR 7o & FRRGEH ScITaT 1 31T T, TTaT e e 7
S 9T 94.1 IR STeR Hed T IR gaTv enfer |

GTRI founder Ajay Srivastava said many Indian generics could remain competitive despite
the tariffs because they are significantly cheaper than branded alternatives.

GTRI & HEATI 34 AaRad 7 e & 3 HRAT AR gard ERE & araspg Ffaedef it
T Tl § 1T J a3 et ST oot 7 T FEiT ¢ |
However, large-scale relocation of generic drug manufacturing to the U.S. would be

challenging, given the industry’s reliance on global supply chains and imported active
pharmaceutical ingredients.

gleilteh, Seter &1 dfRaw amqfet A@enait qur smafad vides wwregfeFe safif3vew (API) W
for#iRelr &1 $Tdt §U SR ga farsior 1 53 YA IR IARHT TR AT YA ciTqor g |

Granules India Executive Director Priyanka Chigurupati said the company’s three U.S.
facilities position it well to support increased local manufacturing.

Igew 3T &1 FriwY faders Rt RereardY 1 st T3 e i 3r@ReT 7 die sHsal 39
¢ gU T Rfsor 51 qade ) 1 3res Rl e €

However, she cautioned that higher generic drug prices could ripple across the healthcare
system and affect patient affordability.

gTalTeh, 3egiel Addel & o AR gaatt Y St Frrel X FAREET YOITel I G STl Hehell &
3R At Fr ggeraar i genfad & awdT g
Indian Pharmaceutical Alliance Secretary General Sudarshan Jain said Indian

companies already have a substantial U.S. presence, with more than 40 facilities
supporting jobs, manufacturing and research.

e e AR & AT Yool St of Fgl o AR Fafaral 1 ager & &
IARET A Ao 3UTRATA &, STl 40 & 3rflra smsat Ustetr, TAfAAor 3ik sreqaens o1 aade
ERRIN

India, he said, remains a trusted partner in supplying affordable, quality medicines to
American patients.

3egiel el foh 8, ARG AN T FHBRICT IR JoTaRTYol ZaTe 3ucists HYe H Th
ﬁeaﬂmmmgm%l

GTRI added that building a fully domestic pharmaceutical supply chain in the U.S. would
require significant investment and would almost certainly lead to higher medicine prices.

GTRI & et foh AT & g g oo e 3rqfd y@ar fawfid e & fov a3
faer i 3maeThdr gl 3R sad oersrer AR & & gan3it F FAd F¢afT|

“The zero-tariff window gives the industry a meaningful runway, and we see this as time we
can use productively — to keep strengthening our position across multiple markets rather
than relying on any single one,” said Pharmexcil Chairman Namit Joshi.

SRATFE & Ireet AT el o FT, a-¢RE raftr e 1 ardes Al 7 e g
3R &H 38 HAF TARI H HA FAUTA HTT et & [T 3wl gag & ST A q@a 8, 71 foh
eharel Tohdl Ueh ST9TR R {33 6= & e |
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Net FDI negative in May on
$74 million excess outflow

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Net foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) inflows turned
negative once again in May
with outflows exceeding
inflows by $74 million, ac-
cording to the latest Re-
serve Bank of India data.

This snapped a three-
month streak of positive
net inflows and was driven
by a sharp drop in direct
investment entering India.

That is, even though
outflows fell, inflows fell by
a larger amount.

As per the data, the total
direct investment entering
the country, or gross in-
flows, stood at about $6.07
billion in May 2026. This
was 60% lower than in
April and nearly 23% lower
than in May last year.

The RBI's commentary
did not speak about May
on a standalone basis but
instead focused on the
April-May 2026 period.

During this period, it
said Japan, Singapore, and
Mauritius accounted for
about 74% of the total equi-
ty inflows with financial
services receiving the high-

investment entering the country, or gross inflows, stood at about $6.07 billion in May 2026.

Negative again

Net FDI turned negative again in May 2026, {In $ million)
snapping a 3-month positive streak
6,575
5,000 =
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Source: RBI

est share, followed by ma-
nufacturing, retail and
wholesale trade and com-
puter services. It added
these sectors together ac-
counted for about 80% of
total inflows.

Total outflows
Total outflows stood at
$6.14 billion in May 2026,
lower than in April 2026
and May of last year. But to-
tal outflows exceeded total
inflows by $74 million.
Within the outflows,
outward investment by In-
dian firms stood at $2.4 bil-
lion in May this year, 49%
lower than in April and
9.6% lower than May 2025.

“Of the outward FDI,
around 74% of the flows
were directed towards the
U.S., Cayman Islands and
the Netherlands; the major
sectors included financial,
insurance and business
services and manufactur-
ing, accounting for more
than 85% of the outward
flows during April-May
2026,” the RBI said.

The other component of
outflows, repatriation and
disinvestment by foreign
companies operating in In-
dia, stood at $3.7 billion in
May 2026. This was 5.1%
lower than in April and
13.3% lower than in May of
last year.

23J7. Net FDI negative in May on $74
million excess outflow

7§ & 74 TfaTe sfe) % afaRed afkalE
% FROT YEH FD| ARRIcHS TgT

o Net foreign direct investment (FDI)
inflows turmned negative once again in May with
outflows exceeding inflows by $74 million,
according to the latest Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) data.

AT Rerd dF (RBI) & FdadH st &
3TER, 7S H Yetr wegeT fageft fader (FDI) ware
U I fhT SThRIcHS & 31T, FAi afgaig o
3iqaTg a1 74 TATge ste & 3178 &< fea|

e This snapped a three-month streak of
positive net inflows and was driven by a sharp
drop in direct investment entering India.

3 et A o STRY ThRTcHS ey faader
vaTe 1 Rl g& 1T 3R 38T HET HROT
HRA H Aol Tl YogaT e & a9 PRiae |

e Thatis, even though outflows fell,
inflows fell by a larger amount.

37Td, Teaf aftale & 0 3713, Afehet sraats &
39 off 3170 AREe gof Hr 15|
e As per the data, the total direct

371ehsT o 3TTER, 7E 2026 H &2 # 311 dTe Fiel TegaT faraer, 31T weher 3icrae, oa187e 6.07

3T 3R T
e This was 60% lower than in April and nearly 23% lower than in May last year.

g 3T T Jolell 7 60% FH TUT (ATl T o HE T JoleAT 7 SIS 23% FH 7|

o The RBI’'s commentary did not speak about May on a standalone basis but instead focused
on the April-May 2026 period.

RBI & fecqult 7 7€ T 376191 & Ieoi@ 18T fohaT a3, afcs 3ie—aE 2026 $i 370t W eareT
Sfed forar I
e During this period, it said Japan, Singapore, and Mauritius accounted for about 74% of the

total equity inflows with financial services receiving the highest share, followed by
manufacturing, retail and wholesale trade and computer services.

58 3ra ey & et Smarer, RaTqR ik ARy &1 ot $fFaE fder yare # wrsrer 74% Aerer
TET, Stafes et Qansit o1 aed 318 feea [@er, saes a1 RAfa#or, gawr va s samr aur
FOPET JaTe |
e |t added these sectors together accounted for about 80% of total inflows.

ga g o gl a1 o I Telt &1 TAeaT et farder sfaate 1 ofarerar 80% feeam 3|

Total outflows

$o afgdTe

e Total outflows stood at $6.14 billion in May 2026, lower than in April 2026 and May of last
year.
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H§ 2026 H el qfRATE 6.14 IR STel TET, i1 I 2026 TUT el T &6 7E T Jolel 7 oA

ari

e But total outflows exceeded total inflows by $74 million.
dfehet el aferalle Fef Icrate & 74 AfdaT st 31 @)
e Within the outflows, outward investment by Indian firms stood at $2.4 billion in May this
year, 49% lower than in April and 9.6% lower than May 2025.

afale & 3icaeTa SR Fufaat carT forar arar el fFaer 5T a¥ 7 7 2.4 3 sTeR @, 5
39T ST Tolell & 49% T TUT 7E 2025 T Tofell & 9.6% FaT UT|

o “Of the outward FDI, around 74% of the flows were directed towards the U.S., Cayman
Islands and the Netherlands; the major sectors included financial, insurance and
business services and manufacturing, accounting for more than 85% of the outward flows
during April-May 2026,” the RBI said.

RBI o T, "fadeft gewret fader (Outward FDI) 3T S9T87T 74% YaTe JANFT, FAT qdaaeg
3k weTels 1 3R T, Sra e R, i, saraefs dand qur fafasor g & @, Seer
3er-AE 2026 % ERT Tel STeY fder IaTe 7 85% & 3w Trere a1l

e The other component of outflows, repatriation and disinvestment by foreign companies
operating in India, stood at $3.7 billion in May 2026.

aferalTe 1 qERT e, YT AR H it fadeft Fafart earT fohar arr geft yearade
(Repatriation) 3l fafader (Disinvestment), A 2026 # 3.7 3R sTeR &

e This was 5.1% lower than in April and 13.3% lower than in May of last year.
Tg 3T T JoIeAT 3 5.1% FH T TS a§ o HE I JoleTT 7 13.3% F 7|

Small banks mull tie-ups with GIFT
City IBUs to offer leverage to NRIs

K Ram Kumar
MUMBAI

Small and mid-sized priv-
ate sector banks, which
neither have overseas
branches nor a GIFT City
presence, do not want to
be left out of the leverage
opportunity when it comes
to mobilising fresh Foreign
Currency  Non-Resident
(Bank)/ FCNR (B) deposits
under the RBI’s limited pe-
riod concessional swap
window.

These banks are explor-
ing tie-ups with large In-
dian banks that have a pre-
sence in GIFT City so that
their Non-Resident Indian
(NRI) customers can get
the benefit from leverage
and place higher amounts
as fresh FCNR (B) deposits
with a tenor of 3-5 years
with them.

If the tie-ups fructify,
small and mid-sized priv-
ate sector banks can issue
stand-by letters of credit
(SBLCs) to their NRI cus-
tomers.

Based on the strength of
the SBLCs, customers can
obtain loans from large In-
dian Banks through their

The banks do not
want to be left out
when it comes to

mobilising fresh
FCNR (B) deposits

International Banking Un-
its (IBUs) in GIFT City (Guj-
arat International Finance
Tec-City).

The loan proceeds can
then be channelised as
fresh FCNR (B) deposits
with the issuing bank.

Of the 33 banks operat-
ing in GIFT City, which is
India’s only International
Financial Services Centre
(IFSC), 18 are Indian, with
10 being private sector
banks (PvBs) and 8 public
sector banks (PSBs).

Overall, there are 21
PvBs and 11 Small Finance
Banks (SFBs) in the coun-
try. Several small and mid-
sized PvBs along with
some SFBs, that do not
have a GIFT City presence
are considering tie-ups
with Indian Banks operat-
ing in the IFSC.

As things stand, small
and mid-sized PvBs are of-
fering higher interest rates

in the 7.00-7.50% range on
fresh FCNR (B) deposits to
offset the limitations they
face in providing leverage
to their NRI customers.
Large banks such as SBI,
HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank,
Axis Bank, Punjab National
Bank and Bank of Baroda,
which do not face such
constraints in providing
leverage to their NRI cus-
tomers, are quoting lower
interest rates of about 6%.
P.N. Vasudevan, MD &
CEO, Equitas SFB, said:
“We have initiated discus-
sions with several banks
operating in GIFT City as
well as a few foreign banks.
Our teams have visited
GIFT City and are current-
ly meeting banks in the
Middle East to explore pos-
sible arrangements.
“However, discussions
are still at a very early stage
and no agreements have
been finalised. We are ex-
ploring every possible ave-
nue, but there is no cer-
tainty that these
discussions will translate
into commercial
arrangements.”
The chief of a PvB ob-
served that GIFT City pri-

marily functions as a fund-
ing centre. Therefore, the
first priority of banks oper-
ating there is to meet the
funding requirements of
their own customers.

“Only after satisfying in-
ternal demand would the
IBUs consider extending
funding to the customers
of other banks. Discussions
with the banks there are
ongoing,” he said.

According to industry
estimates, banks are ex-
pected to mobilise about
$30-50 billion through
fresh FCNR (B) deposits by
the end of September 2026
under RBI's limited period
measures aimed at boost-
ing dollar liquidity in the
banking system and help
in stabilising the rupee.

The RBI will bear the
full hedging cost for banks
raising fresh FCNR (B) de-
posits with a tenor of three
to five years.

It has also exempted
these deposits from statu-
tory pre-emptions such as
the cash reserve ratio
(CRR) and the statutory li-
quidity ratio (SLR).

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

23J7. Small banks
mull tie-ups with
GIFT City IBUs to
offer leverage to
NRIs

BIT s TAIIS HY
s &t & faw
GIFT City % IBU &
Y FEER W A
WWRE

e Small and mid-
sized private sector
banks, which neither
have overseas branches
nor a GIFT City
presence, do not want to
be left out of the leverage
opportunity when it
comes to mobilising fresh
Foreign Currency Non-
Resident (Bank)/FCNR
(B) deposits under the
RBI’s limited period
concessional swap
window.
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3 B 3R 7eTH R F A a7 & dF, Serhr 7 ar el amEe € 3R T & GIFT City &
39TeUTd, RBI T WA 3rafer S Ry €39 iawm & T «¢ Foreign Currency Non-
Resident (Bank)/FCNR(B) STHT S[eTal o 3a¥R & Gl w161 Tg=1T =gl |

These banks are exploring tie-ups with large Indian banks that have a presence in GIFT
City so that their Non-Resident Indian (NRI) customers can get the benefit from leverage
and place higher amounts as fresh FCNR (B) deposits with a tenor of 3-5 years with them.

3 3% GIFT City # Aloe 93 #RAT 3T & A1 WIHAGRY T HHTTATT T T § ATl 3eTh
Frfaard AR (NRI) IIMEe oialsT T @meT ITed e T AR 3-5 a9 T 3/af & 7T FCNR(B)
AT 318 A F X T |

If the tie-ups fructify, small and mid-sized private sector banks can issue stand-by letters of
credit (SBLCs) to their NRI customers.

i I ArEieRAT A 8idT &, df oI 3R AT A 819 & dF 379 NRI I8! o Fes-a1
AT TP 3T (SBLC) Y a1 Fehal |

Based on the strength of the SBLCs, customers can obtain loans from large Indian Banks
through their International Banking Units (IBUs) in GIFT City (Gujarat International
Finance Tec-City).

SBLC &I faea@=iadr & 3R 4R AT GIFT City (Gujarat International Finance Tec-City)
U 3 HRAT dF1 FT International Banking Units (IBUs) & 0T YTcd T Tehal|

The loan proceeds can then be channelised as fresh FCNR (B) deposits with the issuing
bank.

% J1G, FUT ST TR T SIRY e aTel dah H AT FCNR(B) STHT & &I H ST ST HaTT|

Of the 33 banks operating in GIFT City, which is India’s only International Financial
Services Centre (IFSC), 18 are Indian, with 10 being private sector banks (PvBs) and 8
public sector banks (PSBs).

GIFT City, St Rl &T UhATT International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) &, @&l sRRd
33 dRT A T 18 SR &, Toaa 10 fash & & d%F (PvBs) 3R 8 wrdSfa® &9 & &4 (PSBs) 1
Overall, there are 21 PvBs and 11 Small Finance Banks (SFBs) in the country.
aer 7 For 21 St 81T & d%F (PvBs) 3R 11 TAler B1eeiw 3% (SFBs) B

Several small and mid-sized PvBs along with some SFBs, that do not have a GIFT City
presence are considering tie-ups with Indian Banks operating in the IFSC.

F3 B¢ IR ALTA AR & A 817 & dF (PvBs) TUT F© FAI BIFAH 4 (SFBs), ToHarehr
GIFT City # 39f¥Yfa s1gl §, IFSC & R AR d1 & T Tsle’t W R v | &

As things stand, small and mid-sized PvBs are offering higher interest rates in the 7.00-
7.50% range on fresh FCNR (B) deposits to offset the limitations they face in providing
leverage to their NRI customers.

TAHATT H BIC AR ALTH 3HR & A 8T & dF 37957 NRI ITgh! I NaIS o7 & UTey Shr W1AT

T $RUTS & foIT AT FCNR(B) STAT TR 7.00-7.50% FI 3T sATST X & I &

Large banks such as SBI, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, Axis Bank, Punjab National Bank and
Bank of Baroda, which do not face such constraints in providing leverage to their NRI
customers, are quoting lower interest rates of about 6%.

SBI, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, Axis Bank, T<ITd aelTel d 31X d% 31w ggier o 53 &,
TSg 379e7 NR| JTgehT T oAt ot & VAT STT3HT ST TTHAT ST8T heTT ISdT, STITHIT 6% T e

AT X SR8
P. N. Vasudevan, MD & CEO, Equitas SFB, said: “We have initiated discussions with
several banks operating in GIFT City as well as a few foreign banks.

Equitas SFB & uas! va @3N fY. var. argeast o agl, "g8= GIFT City 3 R &g dehl T
T el St & @y a1 g Hr gl

Our teams have visited GIFT City and are currently meeting banks in the Middle East to
explore possible arrangements.
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R €T GIFT City &7 2RT ¢ &1 § 3R aciatre 3 wenfaa saaeansit 1 @ier & fow aea d
& g F AT W el

o “However, discussions are still at a very early stage and no agreements have been finalised.
"gTeilTeh, ST 3780 URTHS TRoT 7 § 3R s Fastar 3ifae 9 181 of urar g

o We are exploring every possible avenue, but there is no certainty that these discussions will
translate into commercial arrangements.”

&9 &7 4 Theq & Tl FT TG 8, AfoheT Ig Afaa 781 § 7 F =10 caraaiRes cageamait
H Feof”

e The chief of a PvB observed that GIFT City primarily functions as a funding centre.
Teh: forsft & & e & 9@ o el & GIFT City H&T &9 & B3 FeT o & H e X |

e Therefore, the first priority of banks operating there is to meet the funding requirements of
their own customers.

gafIT agl SRR et T ugell TrAfReRar 319t Imgeh! i faeir HTaeTHAT3iT T 9T AT gt
gl

e “Only after satisfying internal demand would the IBUs consider extending funding to the
customers of other banks.

"3 Res AT G glet & 916 81 IBUs 31 el o ATEeh ol T 3TeTet] el W) TaIR &iat|

e Discussions with the banks there are ongoing,” he said.
Segiet gl T agl & Sl & a1 aTa=id Sy &1

e According to industry estimates, banks are expected to mobilise about $30-50 billion
through fresh FCNR (B) deposits by the end of September 2026 under RBI’s limited period

measures aimed at boosting dollar liquidity in the banking system and help in stabilising the
rupee.

3SR F HTATT & 3TER, SFehaT JOTTE # STar et Tt 3R T9d Y W Fad dh 3egeq &
RBI & AT 31afr it Aot & dgd RAdeR 2026 & 37d T S 7T FCNR(B) ST & ATETH &
ST 30-50 3R STeR ST Fehel 2|

e The RBI will bear the full hedging cost for banks raising fresh FCNR (B) deposits with a
tenor of three to five years.

RBI, dleT & 9far a¥ &1 313 arel 77T FCNR(B) STAT S[etet dTel sfehi 7 qX1 2fSiar @ aget |

e |t has also exempted these deposits from statutory pre-emptions such as the Cash Reserve
Ratio (CRR) and the Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR).

ga faReFd, 3o STAT3I &1 Fenforen smaeashansi i Fer Rerd WY (CRR) 3k weegedt
fafFafsdr IR (SLR) ¥ o7 e yar=t i 778 &1
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Convergent Perils: Luminaries Warn Against Outsourcing Human Ethics to Al

HAA gAY TEATT SAFacal A FRAA AT F AT Afawar @i F gfa Saran
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Are pellet guns being used at protests?

F71 30T yeeiaT # 9T 4T 1 39T FAT A7 W@/ 2
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Convergent perils: luminaries against
human ethics being outsourced to Al

In mid-uly, a group of Nobel laureates, Al scient
nal treaty to ban autonomou

calls for

he view that artificial
lligence (Al can pose an
ential threat to humankind
using technologies like nuclear
weapons has been around for some years

now, Last year, after examining such
threats and risks, one study from the

Rand Corporation, a global policy
ik ank, s tha such ik could
not be ruled o

"The stdy ks wenton o dentiy four
capabilites that it said Al will have to
pomes b arde o pose sl
threat: “() integration wi
cyber-physical systems, e ability to
survive without human maintainers, i)
the objective to cause human extinction,
and () the ability to persuade or deceive
humans to avoid detection.”

But recent developments, including the
conflcts in West and South Asia and in
Eastern Europe, have kept concerns that
mix nuclear weapons and Al alive.

1n the absence of a specific treaty to
address such a threat, on July 16, a group
of Nobel laureates, Al scientists, religious
leaders, and other luminaries signed the
so-called ‘Rome Declaration for an
Unarmed and Disarming Peace’. The
Declaration calls for an international
treaty to ban autonomous systems from

ind other lum
'ms from acces

nuclear launches while emy

igned the ‘Rome Declaration for an Unarmed and Disarming Peace’ which
that the threat

accessing nuclear
emphasising that the threat is also not so
farfeched
inspired by Pope Leo XIV's encyclical
uq.mmm ‘Humanitas, which issued a
“clarion call” to protect human dignity
ch, the

and moral choice.
However, Al-driven predictive logistics
d aut

ca y

Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces
m.n) the Open S| ns ‘Treaty or New

In highly contested environments with
multiple adversaries, militaries are

against
Declaration can be read more as a nudge
than as an impactful push for a treaty. At
present, there is no consensus amor
countries on what such a treaty should
cover or even on banning Al with

speeds that compress
decision-making windows from

hours to just seconds. So when an
algorithm flags what it has concluded s

STAR -
an uncontrolled, mulupuhr arms race is
underway as nuclear nations actively
expand or modernise their stockpiles.
In the absence of a binding moral and

A for advanced
target characterisation and predictive
intelligence tracking. When international
inspection and diplomatic buffers break
down, the states that rely largely on

y he d: it monitor

an incoming missile,
caught in an .Ju(oma(ed loop’ may not

Principles of the Declaration
‘The Declaration articulates six principles

ow of time.
required to criically veriy the data,
consult peers, or de-escalate.

“Thus,

merworks out of fertha thelachersaies
already possess o wil possess an

active nuclear facilities also vastly
increase the risk of an unverified
ic e triggering action
(as discussed above
Today, itis p.muc 10 use Al to secure

optimise advanced

(quoted verbatim): introducing Al i jc command the
() Disarming the next a structures human | need m i um cycle ufpmma and | centifugelogitc, and defend against
(i) Responsible development, judgment wit ional guidance, int
(il Responsil rAL, and could e Yoty valve' that | it treas T contro not s incing, | - Howeves fthe A yste consrollig oe

hy doubt and hesitation. In these

) Responsible leadership, and

scenarios, the human in the loop may also

(i) Nuclear
“To these ends, it also put forth five
ethical and operational principles, as
ruu.m (also quoted verbatim):
1. “Mandatory mumnx(ul human

‘panic or uneasiness

legal prerequisite.

monitoring an enrichment thhly

Fourth, drawing thy an
;marmed and dsarming pece” fom

ora mere physialstrke asﬁ\e prehnk- ©

and may e Pope Leo XIV,

assessment. hat the eurrent trajectory of ffontier m defence protocols mum [
Second, large is prima f

deep neural v are phuucd by force. When become . And this can happen

control” -
automated, a.lgum.hmlx or Aldriven

ballocations and .Lu.. poisoning

in the hands of  few
companies and/or nations, and are used

to entrend]

spor
even before a state has decided on what it
should do, including - importantly -
whether it should attempt to

regarding the use or deployment of manipulate Al behaviour). In normal cease to be mmml Inact,theyhelghaen. | commuicae whthoher actors.
nucear weapons

“The digita image | states. And the y speed
based on the nm et oot | oy hnli) prediction, with insufficient ntifies that true peace requi A i .

trol over

time to rectify that. And in

also expect more from automating its
strategic defence networks. If an actor
be

cont
such as Al are ikely 0 b
by

for violence, such as fear, systemic hubris,
of through

based image ora
on this, the b«hﬂl\oﬂ calls for more imminent, clear, and major IIINJI could digital dominance. compromised or outpaced by an
data understand triger a retaliatory adversary's Al-driven targeting, they have

cxendal theats, including ungoverned
AL

sequence as the logic: nse. Worse,
an algorithmic fas posicve tht

3. “Respor " -a
‘mandate for the developers of Al to

the decision window to aten h-w

Iran’s nuclear programme

a strong incentive o pre-delegate
lgorith

urently esing he fearstat the

system. The Declaration addresses this
. e

oo o T i
inan retaladon, with

publish the ethical
their

forbidding the
pursuit of d
selfimproving systems that cannot be
‘monitored, audited or abruptly halted by
human operators.

4. “Internal arsenal vulnerability
audits” - an est 10 the word'
nuclear states to conduct rigorous
internal re

ind perhaps
100 more 5 than the volae mjecoryof

dy that
trying to achieve a tactical speed

the lranian nucear ve the
ngs, | way foran spiraling
Since the reasoning of most Al models fretopet ~ beyond a point - no
also happens withina back box,reling | diplomaic salemates. state may be able to safely control.
could F breaches o s Thus, in one sense, the Rome
e il o e e liferation obli an Unarmed and
ethical and scientific responsibility. subsequent major joint military s by

“Third, the gxmlmdemmueqmm«
Decades of hard-

the US. and Israel,

Disarming Peace’ is a vital intervention
ainst and blind

i

-driven wbev -tampering or
unauhorised gorkhmicnterference.
e-bound, verifiable
P Mk o ‘good-faith
international negotiations in pursuit of
completely, irreversibly, and verifiably
eliminating nuclear weapons.

A necessary declaration
‘The Declaration is timely and
commendable. To understand why, one
‘must look past the standard anti-war
rhetoric and towards the contemporary
operational realities of geopolitics,
miltary technologis, and the ways in
‘Al being used. Indeed, the
Decration e wellrefiect the concems
over the acute systemic crises that
been felld of e by several dangerous
factors and growing faullnes.
concept of ‘mutually
assured destruction’— i which opposing
sides avoid attacking each other
nuclear weapons because a fi
could trigger devastating retal
destroyingboth partes - relied m»;mly
on human hesitation, di
backchannels, and moralpaie. Durg
the 1962 Cuban missile crisis and the 1983
Soviet nuclear false alarm incident
involving Stanislay Petrov, disaster was
i human

‘whether the

Ithis Ocober 5,196, phoss, S, mbrsadors
Russian 12

been
Tevesid e compleely rojen

(0 the UN, Adlai Stevenson, presents evidence of

ouncil, During the C the 1983

averted beings
exercised caution, intuition, scepticism,

larm incident, disaster

caution, intuition, scepticism, and moral choice. PUBLIC DONAW

T ST @nfRu|

faith in technology.

It wants humanity to look into a mirror
and reflect on the fact that allowing
autonomous software to govern nuclear
hardware is an existential gamble that
humankind can only lose.

During the summit when the
Declaration was signed, the physicist and
Nobel Physics laureate David Gross said
the ultimate success of the text lies in
generating intense public awareness that
then drives grassroots pressure. The
Declaration also provides the moral,
philosophical, and technical lexicon
necessary to challenge the uncontrolled
militarisation of the digital frontier. The
thommy factshat i technology can
be automated, our collective
responsiblity - required 1o e the
survival of future generations — must
never be outsourced to a machine or a
system driven by AL, no matter how
intelligent it is made to be.

How the world's states respond to the
Declaration’s calls to action remains to be
seen. Given the fact that many states are
also reluctant to negotiate and sign a
treaty that deals with the use and role of
Alin warfare, the goals of the Declaration
seem ambitious. But there must be no
doubt that its warnings are on point.
(Krishna Ravi Srinivas is DPIT-IPR Chair
Professor and director, Cent
in Al and Law, )
Hyderabad. k ravisrinivas@gmail com)

23J7. Convergent Perils:
Luminaries Warn Against
Outsourcing Human Ethics to Al

HAEH @AY T&ATT AfFdcar ¥
Fiaw qefiraar Ft Awd Afawar
dfoar & ufa Samn

e In mid-July, a group comprising
Nobel Prize winners, Al researchers,
and several other distinguished
personalities endorsed the Rome
Declaration for an Unarmed and
Disarming Peace.

TS & AL A Aol GERR faaranai,
F i geftrrar Qs aur 3@ s
yfaffsa safFacal & va @ & v
v faRiERoT anfer & o7 aworr v
aAST fFam)

e The declaration urges countries to
negotiate an international treaty that
would prohibit autonomous Al systems
from having any role in nuclear weapon
launch decisions.

39 avor # g2 8 3marg frar g fr g
O Fare FHTAA g ftrarr yonfargt i oy
gFARY & watqor geelt faotat & quid: g
@1 S|

e |t also stresses that the possibility
of Al influencing nuclear weapons
should not be dismissed as an unrealistic
or distant concern.

gyuT 3 I o Y@ifehd fRaT T g foh
T afaT G@RT A FfRE A
I FTA T 3TTRIHT T PleTielch IT
3Tl G T HHTEAT AT oGS 6T

e The Declaration lays down six core principles that should guide the responsible use of
Artificial Intelligence in matters affecting global peace and security.

HIYoT A B YHE RAGUTdl 7 oo fhdT I ¢, St diRash QAifer 3R FR&T & o[ Aeel &
F T geflwaT & Saard) 39T 1 AP A §

e The first principle calls for preventing a new global arms race driven by advanced
technologies.

Igel FAgHUTd 3eaid WieAITIfRaT & FROT 3cue glel aTell 71§ 3R AR & als F VFa
gl ar gl
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The second principle stresses the need for the responsible development of Al.

@ TleHid FHw geftraar & soverl fae W fady Sk &ar g

The third principle highlights the importance of the responsible use of Al in every field.
e fAeeied Tcdeh &1 & F i Jefwaar & Savarit SUANT 1 ITaeTehdl Y {Wihd FaTg

The fourth principle advocates responsible governance to regulate emerging technologies
effectively.

i RAetric 3sRc Slefafenal & Foidl fraeeT 6 STRERY ATHeT sqaE T T HHLG HICT &

The fifth principle places responsibility on leaders and policymakers to act with foresight
and accountability.

qradr faguia At A Afa-fastanst @ geefHiar va saerfca & ary srf w3 & 3mar
HLATE

The sixth principle reaffirms the long-term objective of global nuclear disarmament.

oo Flieid Res RATT] e aTor & i dag i 9= gie 2|

The declaration also recommends five ethical and operational principles to translate these
objectives into practical action.

o1 3822l Y STAGR F 9] Hlel & foIw eNwoT wier sifae va aRererer wereft Rgeral r ofr
JEATd T

The first recommendation requires meaningful human control, ensuring that the ultimate
decision to use nuclear weapons always remains with human beings rather than automated
or Al-based systems.

Tl 3TIRIET AT AT f=or 1 31fard ATl &, drfeh qATo] SAARY & 31T 7 30T
oot aea Aqsat & g1y & 3¢, o fo Taraniend a1 HiEa gefaar 3menia yontedt & 94|

The second recommendation promotes the idea of a digital commons, encouraging broader
access to data so that experts can better understand the dangers posed by ungoverned Al.

ey 3regere REfSree Finew 1 atRoN T gorar ol &, Forad faQiwait sl 31fereh SeT 3uersty
8 @k 3R 3 Irfaa e T qefaaT A Scuea1 A AT gk T F THSH b |

The third recommendation expects Al developers to publicly explain the ethical standards
guiding their systems and discourages the creation of fully autonomous systems beyond
meaningful human oversight.

Ry JreTete 3T qefaT AT et aral & a7 F & R 3 31 Afselt A
AT T AT STToteh ey AUT TH YUT: TR 31 & faehrd & a7 fotet ax gerely AT farmsty
THG T &

The fourth recommendation asks nuclear-armed countries to thoroughly examine their

command-and-control infrastructure for vulnerabilities arising from Al-enabled cyber
interference.

T 3FoTRIAT IRATO] §RAAR Wowet 22 & 3179rE AT © T & 37l haret Ual forg=roT yomfera v
S FE AT IR WIF FEANT T ST AT bl g FHET H |

The fifth recommendation urges countries to resume sincere negotiations aimed at achieving
verifiable, irreversible and complete nuclear disarmament.

qierdl 3R SRl & WeATaeT A, rAREAT 3R ot aTHAT] Ao & 3eged & $AreR
TRRSE ATl GoT: YRFST et T TG el & |

A Necessary Declaration
TF TaRT 91O

The declaration has been released at an appropriate time and addresses an increasingly
important global concern.

7 ENVOT O T T 1 97 ¥ 1 T v 3R TR W Iedd Ageaqol o g |
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For decades, the idea of Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD) discouraged nuclear conflict
because leaders understood that any first strike would inevitably invite devastating retaliation.

FS SR I IREIRF GiATRTa Faemer (VAD) 3 JraeiRoT o TR It &1 Ak 1@, Fifeh
ST T AT AT foh TUH gHel AR Ufaerd & 37aed ST SaT|

Historic events such as the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis and the 1983 Soviet nuclear false
alarm demonstrated that human judgment, caution and moral responsibility helped prevent
catastrophe.

1962 & FgaT fAaTge Fehe TUT 1983 I WA TATY F8) Aarasdt S Te=sit o ey fhar
T ATTdr fades, Fratmei 3R aAfdes [@oTa & Fenfad 3maer i e # Hgcaqor sifaw s |

The declaration warns that replacing human judgment with algorithmic guidance removes
the natural caution that has historically prevented accidental escalation.

YOI TdTaelt &t & foh AT ol avaraT & €U R venefis Arigel 3= & a8
Farnfaess TaeTer TATCT 8 Tohd! § Tordet 37did & 3ot Tahel ol dcet & AT |

In highly stressful situations, people may simply accept the recommendation generated by a
machine without adequate scrutiny.

et deraqoT TRIEATT # SleT e TeTor Rt faaT #efieT garT fow 71T geira
TR Y T &

The declaration also points out that large language models and other advanced Al systems
continue to suffer from issues such as hallucinations and data poisoning.

ENYOTT Ig $1 ST il § o 98 19T ASS TUT 35 Seeicl i A geftrerar yomierar rsf ofr
Saferere 31 Ser aigarfaier Sl Feeast & weanfaa g

Because many Al systems function as black boxes, their internal reasoning cannot always
be fully understood or independently verified.

ST & ¥ TRE THSTAT T T T T T AT GHAT TG A81 BictT|

Why the Declaration Matters
7g ST AT Ageaqut ¥

The Rome Declaration reminds governments that technological progress must always
remain consistent with ethical responsibility.

T BN TBRT T TAIOT A © o cToheiiehl FaTfer Tea aAforer 3eRarAcd & 31T glft
EuRy

Its central message is that machines should assist people rather than replace human
responsibility in decisions that could affect millions of lives.

ST 3T TN FE & Toh FMed HoJsaT kT AT Y, o fob St oot & Siiaret sl Jerfae et
Tt [AUTIT & AT 36 &1 TUTT o
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Are pellet guns being used at protests?

Pellet guns are used by police and military worldwide as a non-lethal crowd-control measure. They were last known to have been used during the 2024 farmers’ protest

along the Punjab-Haryana border. Though police denied their use, farmer leaders had alleged that several people were injured.

EXPLAINER
Vijaita Singh
The story so far:
tleast one of the 80 protesters
injured in police action during
the march to Parliament on
Monday (July 20), called by the

Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) sustained
pellet gun injuries. The victim identified
as Shaikh Irshad Mansoori (25), a resident
of Gurugram, underwent surgery at a
government hospital to remove the pellets
lodged under his eye. Most pellets were
lodged in the upper part his body.
Another video of a woman being
stunned by a “shock baton,” also emerged
on Tuesday (July 21). The use of pellet
guns and shock batons against civilian
protesters, appears to be the first in Delhi.

What are pellet guns?

Pellet guns, whose technical name is
‘pump action guns’, are a form of
non-lethal crowd-control method used by
police and military worldwide. The other
popular measures are tear gas, water
cannon, pepper spray and taser guns
among others.

Pellet guns are also popular in hunting
and pest control. Intended to immobilise
an individual, they are effective over short
ranges of up to 500 yards but when fired
from close quarters can be lethal,
particularly when sensitive parts like the
eyes are hit. The pellets can penetrate soft
tissues.

What happened during the July 20
protest in Delhi?

There are standing instructions to open
minimal fire at protesters and if necessary
“below their waist.” A cartridge of a pellet
gun contains a few hundred pellets made
of lead, which disperses a few hundred
metres when fired. Pellets can be of
various shapes either like ball bearings or
irregular. They are manufactured at the
Ordinance Factory, Ishapore.

hect=t, |

o

While Delhi Police has denied its use against protesters, pellet guns are part of the RAF’s gear. ANI

While the Delhi Police have denied its
use against protesters, pellets guns and
shock batons are part of the gear of the
Rapid Action Force (RAF) —the anti-riot
unit under the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF)- which was deployed
alongside police personnel on July 20 and
continues to be deployed near the Jantar
Mantar protest site.

On Monday, the victim Shaikh Irshad
Mansoori was hit near Palika Bazaar by a
RAF official. His friend said that there are
around 30-40 injuries on his face and
across his body. Four of them, including
one in the neck, had penetrated deeply,
which is why he underwent surgery.

Originally from Jabalpur in Madhya
Pradesh, Mr. Mansoori works at a private
company in Gurugram and was attending
the protests in solidarity. He also had
some visa-related work in New Delhi,
which he was supposed to finish after the
protest.

‘What is the first known usage of
pellet guns?
Pellet guns were first deployed in Jammu

and Kashmir after Kashmir Valley’s
summer unrest of 2010 that claimed the
lives of 112 protesters in police firing. The
then Congress-led government at the
Centre deployed pellet guns as a
“non-lethal” measure to avoid civilian
fatalities.

After violent protests broke out in the
Kashmir Valley post July 8, 2016 — when
the Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) commander
Burhan Wani was killed in an encounter
with security forces — several people were
blinded due to injuries inflicted by pellet
guns, used by the CRPF as a crowd
control measure.

Why were its specifications changed?
In 2016, the BJP-PDP government faced
severe criticism for using pellet guns, with
several political parties asking for its
complete withdrawal. Due to the use of
pellet guns, 13 people were killed in 2016
and more than 250 were injured, while
some lost their vision.

In 2017, a year later, the first batch of
less lethal “plastic bullets” were
dispatched to the Kashmir Valley. The

23J7. Are pellet guns being used at protests?
41 faRier yeeiat & Yo a1t 1 39T fFam 57 @I 82

plastic bullets were tested at the Terminal
Ballistics Research Laboratory (TBRL) in
Chandigarh and could be fired from the
weapons that the security forces already
possessed. Instead of metal, this round of
ammunition had a plastic head.

In 2016, 1,022 CRPF personnel were
also injured in stone-pelting by protesters.
Of these, 956 were injured in the Valley
between July 8 and 16 during the unrest.

‘What is the last definitively known
use of pellet guns in the country?
They were last known to have been used
during the 2024 farmers protest at
Khanauri and Shambhu barriers along the
Punjab-Haryana border. Though the
police denied using pellet guns, farmer
leaders had alleged that several persons
were injured.

In 2023, they were used against
protesters in the ethnic-strife torn
Manipur, leading to a massive public
outrage.

‘What about shock batons?
Shock batons are also a part of the RAF
personnel gear.

In 2021, the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA), through the Border Security Force
(BSF), prescribed Qualitative
Requil (QRs) for handheld ‘Shock
Batons’ intended for self-defence and
operational use by security personnel. It
said that the equipment should be light
weight, with a maximum weight of 1 kg
and a length of 450 mm to 700 mm,
ensuring ease of carriage and handling. It
must be constructed from high-impact
resistant material, capable of functioning
reliably in temperatures ranging from
-20°C to +50°C and offering a minimum
level of water resistance.

The shock baton should have a service
life of at least five years and be powered
by a rechargeable battery. Additional
requirements include the capability to
deliver at least 1,000 quarter-second
shock bursts on full charge, thereby
ensuring sustained operational
effectiveness in field conditions.

THE GIST

v

Atleast one of the 80
protesters injured in police
action during the march to
Parliament on Monday, called
by the Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) sustained pellet gun
injuries.

P

Pellet guns were first deployed
in Jammu and Kashmir after
Kashmir Valley’s summer
unrest of 2010 that claimed the
lives of 112 protesters in police
firing.

o Pellet guns, whose technical name is ‘pump action guns’, are a form of non-lethal crowd-
control method used by police and military worldwide.

YT 31, TToTehT cTohafiehl ATH ‘U9 TRl 17 §, faeaesr & gfarw 31k A aall garT gge 3R-
HTd® #fis-fa=or 39T &1 v &9 § |
e The other popular measures are tear gas, water cannon, pepper spray and taser guns

among others.

3o ST 3T 3 3T 3, afe Ferer, IO T AT T a1 3T AT
e Pellet guns are also popular in hunting and pest control.
e 1A 7 39T SR 3R e Ag7or 7 o carges &7 3 fomar s g|

¢ Intended to immobilise an individual, they are effective over short ranges of up to 500 yards
but when fired from close quarters can be lethal, particularly when sensitive parts like the

eyes are hit.

Tondll Tl a1 TS el o 38eT & FaTS 918 A 16T 500 ST cleh ohT haf G IX FHATET Bt &,

oifehet I fehe gy & oS ST At arcten o g1 Fehehl &, TARAIaRY ST @ S Haeerelier 3ar

JeTad gl
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The pellets can penetrate soft tissues.

Uolc FIA Sl (AFe feeg) H T X Teohel B

There are standing instructions to open minimal fire at protesters and if necessary “below
their waist.”

TERARINAT TR IATH TN St TUT HTTLThT glad I “FHAT F aArer” AT ofared &
TRl A

A cartridge of a pellet gun contains a few hundred pellets made of lead, which disperses a
few hundred metres when fired.

Yo 91 & U R H H (A5) ¥ T Fs & Yol 81 &, AT Tollel I g A HIeX e thel o1t
gl

Pellets can be of various shapes either like ball bearings or irregular.

YT RAffea 3R & &Y ohd &, S afer 3913 & & a1 31AIAT 3R &1

They are manufactured at the Ordinance Factory, Ishapore.

gefent forToT JiTfSAT haredl, $ATq # foha ST 8

Pellet guns were first deployed in Jammu and Kashmir after Kashmir Valley’s summer
unrest of 2010 that claimed the lives of 112 protesters in police firing.

YT 7T T Igell TR STFH-FLHAR & 2010 HY FHR aréY i Fsasrellsr srenfar & are v
e ara, foras gfer aellardy 3 112 Jeeiareiat 1 7y g% |

In 2017, a year later, the first batch of less lethal “plastic bullets” were dispatched to the
Kashmir Valley.

2017 #, Ush ¥ d¢;, i T “CAI¥ed TATH” I Tgoll WT FeHAR °1el fsi 75|

The plastic bullets were tested at the Terminal Ballistics Research Laboratory (TBRL) in
Chandigarh and could be fired from the weapons that the security forces already possessed.

gl CTiECeh ol I TIeToT T3nrg [eud efftere dfaferw Radr aaledt (TBRL) # frar arar
3R 3¢ GR&T STell & I Tgel & 3TeTsE gIATRT & ST SIT FehelT AT|

Shock batons are also a part of the RAF personnel gear.
QiR deeT oY RAF HFTT & 3ueheott o feear §1

It must be constructed from high-impact resistant material, capable of functioning reliably in
temperatures ranging from —20°C to +50°C and offering a minimum level of water
resistance.

30 3o Amard-farel e § AT g @nfe, S -20°C & +50°C d & dra#HTT 7
IR & & 1 X Feh TUT 7 GATH ol I STA-TRIErF &THAT JeTel |

The shock baton should have a service life of at least five years and be powered by a
rechargeable battery.

el STt hY {aT Y HA-J-HA gt 9 gl 1feT a7 Ig Rarsfaer dedt & darford giar
Bl
Additional requirements include the capability to deliver at least 1,000 quarter-second shock

bursts on full charge, thereby ensuring sustained operational effectiveness in field
conditions.

sifafard 3maegerdr3it 3 qoT ATet W FH-A-FA 1,000 FATE-UHS ATF TEE St 1 41T
enfdrer &, foredy Aeret aRfrufast 7 faior aierers gemasiierdr giaterd S s @l
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